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~~erfcan CheMical Services 

Rodney Gaither, RPr~ 
CE~CLA Enforcenent Section 
IL/IN Unit 

Mary Ellen Lynch 
Con~ressfonal/IntergovP.rnrnent~l Relation 

Cfffcer 

A~rfcan Chemf~al Services fs listed on the NPL up~ate as a group 7 sit~. 
This sfte has 1 Hazard Rant.fng Score of 34.9e. The site fs locatect approxf­
rnat~ly n.s mfles south of Griffith. Indiana 1n the c~nter of Section 2, 
ToW!1st'tip 35 tlnrth, Range 9 t!est, Lake County, tn~hna. A Wfltlftnd is loc~tt.fl'd 
2,000 feE-t to tf'te northeast of tttis sftP. and Turk~y r:r~ek 1s af'nroximatP.1v 
one r.rile to the southeast. 

The prinary hu!iness of A~rfcan Chef.1ica1 sorvfces fri'Jfl 1!'155 to 19(.8 WI\S 

solv~nt reclar!atfon anrl SO~ CUStOi"'' hlendf"~ of ChP.nfcal. IJn~C<Werable 
still bntt~s \~re storPd t~pora11y 1n a lftgoon an~ 1~tPr ~~~site~ in 
thefr h.n(ffill. Tile landfill was also uted to rlfsoo!ie of tras!' ltn1 
unreclair.'ab le solidified ~terfals. f..CS ooeret~d ~o inci ttP.r~t('IM; fr(Y'l 
1968 ~o 1976 unt11 th~y were closed hy the tsnH. 

A~nrcxi~a,Jely t\·:o r.rt111on gallcms of ct-a~fcals \1*-re fncfflf!r~tP.rl pr:,r v(\ar 
as Hell as still bottms O@neraterl bv tt'e so1 vent reel a~tion !lro~ra~. 
ThP. bottor•l ash that was oPn~r~tec' "v·· t~h 1ncino.rator was disnos~(" fl"l 
the landfill froP 19!:9 to 1~78. ·our1nq the 1970's, 1\CS "et7an· oth()r 
proc~ssin, activities \'i!!1Ch 1nclud()1 the productfcn (1~72) ,~ "fl'l"'tonP.", 
a gasoline additive and •EpoY.ol", a plasticizer. 

AC$ had t-~o f'ia.1rr di SMsal arel'ls on site until V~75 wh~r. thPV vo,untr-ril v 
storr~~ usin~ them. The le~oon ~1ch_acte~ as a t~oora~ stnrar-~ arP?, 
is 1ocat~1 in t!1e north\·:est area of tt:P plrmt. ThP lagllt'n rlrf'!fMrl if\t.o 
a wetland erea to the north~·est, ~fch ~rf'tns into TurkPy ~t•n Creek. 
The lanc!ffll that was located fn the area was clos~(i 1" 1!'7; tm-f Ct'Of\Pr' 
with clay. Two settlfn~ pontis are also loc!ted w1th1n tt't1s site. 

The sh~ll~ aqt1ifer benPeth the site 1s cont~1nated with ~nt~cho1ora­
pheno1, benzene, toluene, vinyl chloride, 1,1,1-trtchloroethane, anrl other 
orgai nic compounds. fortunately, the> ~n.ajC\rfty of the lC ,OO(l p~oole ~sfdi ng 
~rlth1n three ~les of the site use the lower aquifer for drfnkin~ purposes. 
Th~ ft~uifers ere separated by a supposedly contfnous 15 to 25 foot t~ic~ 
layer of silty clay till. The sfte fs mantl~d ~Y a medfun to coarse silty 
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S!nd. Th~ st1tfc water t~~le fn thP ~c~~ff"~~ 11uffer fs s~allow ra~cfn~ 
fr<r. 3 to ~3 fi!C't in ~rth. Tl"e clay tfll. "'-t,ict- ~ptl~rat.fs t..,t? c~~tr-fn~t~~ 
surf8c~ aquifer fr~~ t~~ dee~er ~ri~~17~ ~~r aouff~r h!s 1 re1atfv~1y 
low ~·drP-ulfc c~~~~ct1v1ty o~ 3.~ xl}- c~/s•c. Sl~ ~~~J~~ater 1~~~~~~ 
bP.t~~en the t~ w~ter bP!rfn~ v~1t~ is po$sf~le. ~v~n consf~rf"" thf! 
re1at1vely 1 o.J J*"""P?tb111ty fo the c1l!y t11 1 hy~r. Th~ grt"!tf'l&.\'P!ter f'l ~ 
dfrectfon fs prfmerfly ftorthWPstar~ly alo~9 th~ u~~r sa~~1Av till eor.taet. 

Pres~nt St1tus 

A Wor'cphn !-tencrandur!. discussing thP Sconta of V"rt to t-~ u"~rtaJ:,.., at · 
the site. has ~ee" sf~"ed off on already. U.S. tPA 1s c~ntraetnr ts ~~s~"t1v 
outtfng the \iorkrlan t.t\~ther a"d st.ocl~ be tmf'1~te1 ey ttte tnid.dl• ~, Ju""" 
ff ever:rtttfn~ proceeds as sche~uled. !4ost l'~ the Vortpll'l t!as tl~atf~ b~n 
d~14'yPd by two weet:s t-E-ctuse o' th~ l-!d w!t..,er thet occurre-d 1,. Je'-'"'Y «»f 
19~5. J!~S Tar~o, ~~~f~"t ~f ACS 1 requ~stP~ that U.S. EP~ "!~tietP ~~~ 

::';1 f\1:"1 ffrst, rto<'ard1no a Wor+.rlatt e""tttrnfnt,! e RI/rS. tu~for~ '"" at'.her ~nPrators 
·-~ wt~re contaetE'd. Th.fs ._!S to nrotect hfs htsfn~ss. t•r. Te,.,c ltnn't vet to 

d~t~ s~t up ~" r~pofn~rt t~ "~~~t1at~ 1 ~1/FS ~t~ U.S. EPA. Jftsteid. 
u.s. Ei'A will or{"tt·~~lv hav~ tn s~nd nttt n~tfcP. 1Pttttr$ to all BttnfMv 
resr.o!l~it·1t! Plrt.1es f~ru·r~t~rs) fr.vrlVE~1. Th~ Tecflr.ical ~u~!t~~~ T~e"' 
(TA.Tl cotldueted a site assessi"'P.nt of Ar.S «'n ~~(\V@r.l~r 'q, 1qR4. en<! f~un~ tf!P 
sit~ n~t t~ t-e rPgGr"'!-1 as a!' ~~r=~r~cv N"""oval sfta•ztio" at t":h t•.,~. 
Furt~!r cnr.t~cts ~1t~ t~~ State of tn~ian1 rPczr~inr. th1~ site s~~ll st111 
~f' t]c1r.g ~n for a" ir-t" .. ~ffn~tP t1n:tt ~-:-,.co~. · · 

I'r h~~cfcl, after ne~~tf~t1o~s bP91n t~ cn~"C~ and/or !fter t~~ ~or+-~1!" 
1s e~,~~h·tP.t.1, e n/FS ':ff11 rrneet-{f as socr: as ~s~fh1e. 

cc: ~·ss~ll E. ~1~f~n~~c~ 
D~vid Talf!ferro 
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